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MEKONG/GDP/CARGO/ TRANSPORT MODE/LOGIT MODEL

The purpose of the research is to identify within these commodity groupings
common trends in the generation equations and modal shift analysis across different
geographical regions. above mentioned localities. The intention is to identify the
common trend and hypothesize the general format of a modal whilst at the same time
designating the potential requirement in infrastructure which may lead to economic
strain within the locality.

The economic strain is identified in the size and nature of the required
infrastructure. Costing of said infrastructure is not included within the scope of this
thesis. It is, however, possible to identify infrastructure requirements in the form of
additional rail track as an alternative to additional kilometers of road space needed in
the achievement of green mode shift.

The initial part of this research was to obtain a valuable insight into the
broader understanding of the implications in compliance with a modal shift from the
road viaathorough literature review.

The first study focused on the dilemma of the shifting of goods movement
from the road sector to other sectors especially when the focus on infrastructure

investment and government encouragement has an emphasis on the road sector at the



v

expense of the other transport sectors. In this study, Egypt was used as the
geographicalregion.

The focus of the second study was the Mekong region. Whilst Thailand is at
the center of the Mekong region, regional economic growth is likely dependent on the
movement of freight across the region. Thailand is currently creating significant
additional rail infrastructure. It is at this point then there is a need for consideration
for the emphasis on transport modes other than the road sector.

The penultimate study focus is on a comparison between the developing
economies of Egypt and Mekong with respect to the developed economy in
Queensland, a state of Australia. Finally, in the last discussion, information is

provided on future research directions.
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