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Abstract

King Cobra is a top predator of all snakes in ecosystem. There are only few research
to study its spatial ecology using radiotelemetry in natural habitats. In order to gain insight
of home range and movement for food and mates, we radiotracked 7 king cobras (5 males
and 2 females) from March 2013 to September 2014. We tracked each snake locations 4
times/day for 46 to 224 days, and calculated the home range by Minimum Convex Polygons
(MCP) with fixed kernel methods. The reults showed that king cobras moved from 51 to
177 m/day. They also traveled differently between seasons. Adult males moved longer
distance in hot season more than those in rain season. The home range size of this snake
also varied from 112 to 977 ha. The population is between 30 and 71 snkaes. Home range
size did not depend on age but gender. Adult males had 2 times home range size more
than those of females. Each snake selected different types of habitat but they were also
overlaped. Snakes were mainly found in dry evergreen forest (52%). Some snakes were
found in agriculture but least in forest plantation. This study also revealed the first record

that king cobras some times ate monitors and even plastic bags.
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