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QIWEI WEI: APPLICATION OF DIGITAL STORYTELLING FOR

IMPROVING SPEAKING SKILLS IN CHINESE UNIVERSITY EFL

STUDENTS. THESIS ADVISOR : PEERASAK SIRIYOTHIN, Ph.D,,

298 PP.

DIGITAL STORYTELLING/ ENGLISH SPEAKING SKILLS/ALTERNATIVE

ASSESSMENT/LEARNER AUTONOMY

This study was conducted to investigate whether a digital storytelling (DST)
intervention could improve Chinese university EFL students® speaking skills. In
addition, it investigated students’ and teacher's perceptions of DST approach and
students’ perceptions of alternative assessment and learner autonomous activities
embedded in the intervention. One hundred Chinese university EFL students were

selected on the basis of their intact classes in Qiannan Normal University for

Nationalities (QNUN) and were assigned into two groups each containing 50
participants. A 12-week quasi-experiment was conducted in the English speaking course
during their first term of the Academic Year 2016-2017. The experimental group

students participated in the DST intervention and were exposed to the DST activities
both inside and outside classroom while the control group students only received

conventional instruction.
A mixed method design was employed: a quantitative framework was used to
detect any differences in students’ speaking proficiency, self, peer-, and teacher-

assessments and learner autonomy activity use, while a qualitative framework was used

to analyze the students> and the teachers in-depth interviews and student diaries for their



IV

reflections on DST intervention. Specifically, instruments emploved in the study were
speaking tests as pre- and postiests, questionnaives, semi-structured interviews and
student diaries.

The findings revealed that alter the treatment the experimental group

significantly outperformed the control group in all areas tested: retelling a story, talking
on a given topie, and roleplaying. The findings also showed thal a strong correlation
between self, peer-, and teacher-assessments could be estimated,

In addition, the DST intervention was considered interesting, challenging,

helpful, and enjoyable and contributed to the development of students' autonomous
leaming Alternative assessment was viewe:d as an enabler of process of learning which

could encourage learners to become more fully responsible for their learning and could

result in more and betler learning, And there were significant differences found between

suceessful and less successful learners, as regards their perceptions of leamer

autonomy. The survey showed that success was related to autonomy. In other words,
autonomy leads to success, and success 15 achieved through autonomy.

The encouraging resulis indicate that the DST intervention was effective in

improving English speaking leaming, Furthermore, ecompared 1o the traditional

approach, the atmosphere was more active in class, which encouraged not only the

students but also the teachers enthusiasm and participation to a preat exlent, The
findlings prove that DET plaved an important rele in improvement of English language
instruction.
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