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By focusing on an ethnic Thai-Lao spirit-medium cult, namely,

ABSTRACT

Khwaung Phii Fon (KPF), this research project examines issues concerning
cultural constructs of local knowledge in rural villages of Nakhon Ratchasima
(a.k.a Khorat), Our team of anthropologists conducted extensive fieldwork
and library research during separate periods from 1095 to 1997. A total of
78 KPFs from 44 villages in Pakthongchai, Sung Noen, and Si Kieu Districts
was selected and thoroughly studied. This project also aims to discover a
“Thai way of thinking,” or what is known in Thai _as,df""'withi‘kit,.”?by
'traciﬁg back to the dawn df modernization -in Thailand at the turn of the
twentieth century. We employed some selected theoretical arguments such as
those proposed by Michel Foucault and Clifford Geertz in our conceptualization
and interpretation.

Our findings reveal that, like other cultural constructs, the “withikit”
is. culturally ‘and politically invented--no inherent or natural. In Thalland
the © ‘withikit” has been initiated mainly by the ruling elites, such as, ‘the
kings, nobles, and intellectuals, throughout Thai state’s modern history.
At the dawn of Thai modernization, the official . versions of “withikit”
were"centered'in defining and deciding national symbols, cultures,
and. 1nst1tut10ns, whereas the contested visions: of . nauon—bulldmg “and
development have been put forward in recent- decades by independent
s¢holars, unlversxty.professors and non-government organization workers.
We argue that the KPFs display the Thai~Lao ethnic-based “withikit,”
which allows villagers to depend on supernatural and sociétultural powers.
We believe that the current economic and political crises in Thailand suggest
an urgent need for a Thai “withikit,”” which is applicable in solving and
overcoming these postmodern economic hardships. It is suggested that the
Thai-Lao as well as other ethnic-based “withikit,”” as shown in an example
of the ritual of KPF, should be included in the constructed body of Thai
“withikit,” as far as the Kingdom’s cultural politics is concerned.
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