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YANLING MENG : COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF MOVE-STEP
STRUCTURES OF ENGLISH MEDICAL SCIENCE RESEARCH
ARTICLES WRITTEN BY CHINESE RESEARCHERS BETWEEN
HIGH AND LOW IMPACT FACTOR JOURNALS.

THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. ISSRA PRAMOOLSOOK, Ph.D., 198 PP.

COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS/MOVE-STEP STRUCTURES ANALYSIS/

ENGLISH MEDICAL SCIENCE RESEARCH ARTICLES/IMPACT FACTOR

In recent vears, medical science research articles (MSRAs) in English play the
indispensable roles in advancing scientific knowledge of medical science among
scholars worldwide. Novice medical science researchers have great difficulties with
writing this genre. However, so far, there is no research that conducts the analysis of
the complete Abstract (A), Introduction (I), Methods (M), Results (R) and Discussion
(D) sections of the English MSRAs written by Chinese researchers published in
international medical science journals and yet, the variations on the move-step
structures in English MSRAs published in the high impact factor (HIF) journals and
those in the low impact factor (LIF) journals remain unknown. Therefore, the present
study aims to investigate 1) the moves, steps, and their structures of the Abstract,
Introduction, Methods, Results, and Discussion in MSRAs written by Chinese
researchers at Zunyi Medical University (ZMU) published in the HIF journals and the
LIF journals, and 2) to investigate the variations of those elements of MSRAs between
the HIF journals and the LIF journals. A total of 30 MSRAs written by Chinese

researchers at ZMU published from 2007 to 2015 were selected to create the target



v

corpora of the present investigation, including 15 RAs published in the top highest
impact factor journals and 15 RAs published in the bottom lowest impact factor
journals. The frameworks of Anderson and Maclean’s (1997) and Kanoksilapatham’s
(2005) were adopted for the move-step structure analysis of the Abstract and the IMRD
sections, respectively. The results demonstrated that there were 5 moves of Background
(B), Purpose (P), Methods (M), Results (R), and Conclusion (C) in the Abstract in both
corpora. All the five moves were conventional moves in both corpora, and there was no
distinctive difference between the two corpora. In addition, some move embedments
were also found in the Abstract. For the IMRD sections, 16 moves were found in both
corpora. However, some distinctive differences regarding the move frequency of the
IMRD sections in the two corpora were revealed. In conclusion, the findings of the
present study might propose practical pedagogical implications for both the novice
medical science researchers and teachers, and finally the limitations of the present study

were discussed.
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