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Martin Heidegger’s and Phra Dhammapitaka (P.A. Payutto)’s

Views on Technology : A Comparative Study
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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to explain and compare Martin Heidegger’s and Phra
Dhammapitaka (P.A. Payutto)’s views on technology. The study reveals that Heidegger argues
that the essence of technology, Enframing, would affect human perspective on nature. The
Enframing would challenge the nature to reveal as a standing-reserve which is a danger to
existential human essence as Dasein. Phra Dhammapitaka views technology as applied science in
its aspect of possible effects depending on users; positive or negative. Therefore, virtue is
necessary in using technology and that virtue can be found in Buddhism.

The comparative study reveals that their views are very different from each other. The
difference can be seen best in the theory of technology; Heidegger’s is a substantive theory and
Phra Dhammapitaka’s is an instrumental theory. Those two theories can explain their divergence
in explaining science-technology relation and the neutrality problem of technology. However,
they share the same view about human essence which is not a separated individual self. This view
can be intregrated into the study in environmental ethics about human attitude towards

technological embodiment in nature.



