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ABSTRACT

This research aims to study shear interaction between recycled concrete aggregate
(RCA) and geogrid in term of particle size of RCA and aperture size of geogrid. Two particle
size distribution curves of RCA samples (lower and upper boundaries) were prepared based
on the specification from Department of Rural Roads, Thailand for crushed rock. The
laboratory tests carried out on these samples include compaction, California Bearing Ratio
(CBR), absorption, Los Angeles (LA) abrasion and direct shear tests. Direct shear test on RCA
and interface interaction test between geogrid and RCA were conducted using a large-scale
direct shear test apparatus under the normal stress of 50 kPa, 100 kPa and 200 kPa. Three
different biaxial geogrid with different aperture sizes (Maragrid GX60/60, Miragrid GX60/30
and Miragrid GX160/50) were used in this investigation.

Based on the basic properties and the CBR test results, it is found that RCA samples
with particle size distribution curves lying between upper and lower boundary of the
specification from Department of Rural Roads meet the requirement for base and sub base
materials for road constructions in Thailand. Direct shear test results on RCA samples show
that the different particle size distribution curve of RCA has an influence on the shear
strength. RCA with larger average particle size (Dsp) appears to have higher shear strength.
For a given particle size distribution curve and normal stress, interface shear strength
between RCA and geogrid is lower than shear strength of RCA. The interface shear strength
depends on both aperture size of geogrid and particle size of RCA. Interface shear strength
increases linearly with aperture size due to the increase in interlocking effect. Based on a
critical analysis of the test results, the interface shear strength predictive equation for the
geogrid-reinforced RCA is introduced. The developed equations are useful for the
approximation of interface shear strength from aperture size of geogrid, and particle

distribution curve and shear strength of RCA.
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