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VERBAL INTELLIGENCE/LOGICAL INTELLIGENCE/MULTIPLE

INTELLIGENCE THEORY/L2 GRAMMAR LEARNING STRATEGIES

Multiple Intelligence (MI) theory has been accepted to be an effective
approach in Second/Foreign Language Learning for more than three decades. A
number of studies were found to investigate the relationship between MI theory and
second/foreign language acquisition. However, there is no study conducted to find the
connection between MI theory and L2 grammar learning strategies at the university
level especially in Indonesia. Therefore, this study aimed to explore L2 grammar
learning strategies used by Verbal and Logical learners, claimed by previous studies
as the most dominated Intelligences in language classrooms. The population of this
study was 143 second-year English major students from three “Structure 3” classes at
Teknokrat University, Lampung, Indonesia. Yet, only 63 students, who were
classified as Verbal and Logical Intelligence learners based on the results of
McKenzie’s MI Inventory, were purposefully selected. The research instruments were
McKenzie’s MI Inventory, pretest & posttest, student’s journal, L2 Grammar
Learning Strategy Inventory, and semi-structured interview.

The results revealed that Verbal and Logical Intelligence learners were found

about a half of the population, but Intrapersonal Intelligence was in the first rank. In



IV

relation to strategy use, Verbal Intelligence learners reported to use more strategies
than Logical Intelligence learners. However, the difference was not statistically
significant. Furthermore, qualitative results exhibited more similarities than
differences in strategy use between the two groups. Examples of highly frequently
used strategies included sentence analysis, translation into L1, taking notes along with
the lecture, handwriting, asking friends for help, searching for the grammar point and
its explanation in the Internet, teacher consultation, and combined strategies. As for
the comparison between good Verbal and Logical Intelligence Learners, the data
revealed that differences were reported in both quantity and quality of the used
strategies. It was found that the good ones used more and different strategies. The
following strategies; explainer in group discussions, self-study, and regular review
grammar lessons were mentioned by only good Verbal and Logical learners. Based on
the findings of the study, the pedagogical implications were discussed and

recommendations for further research were also stated.
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