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RATCHANEE SINGKHACHAN : THE VOCABULARY COURSE
SYLLABUS FOR SPORTS SCIENCE GRADUATE STUDENTS.

THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. JEREMY WARD, Ph.D. 246 PP.

VOCABULARY/TECHNICAL VOCABULARY/EXERCISE PHYSIOLOGY

This study aimed to: 1) compare the usefulness of Nation’s Paradigm (NP),
British National Corpus High Frequency Word List (BNC HFWL), and Exercise
Physiology List for creating a vocabulary syllabus suitable for exercise physiology
graduate students, 2) create vocabulary syllabi from the Exercise Physiology Textbook
Corpus (EPTC) and Exercise Physiology Research Article Corpus (EPRAC), and 3)
compare vocabulary use in the EPTC with the EPRAC.

The investigation started with the creation of the EPTC and the EPRAC.
Second, the text coverage by these lists of the two corpora was compared with the
baseword lists of NP and BNC HFWL. Third, words in each corpus were listed and
words occurring at least three times were selected for word classification. Words were
classified by using the rating scale approach, then, they were classified into technical
and non-technical words. Then, technical words from the two corpora were used to
form the Exercise Physiology List (EPL). Fourth, Noun Noun Combinations (NNCs)
were identified manually from the two corpora; then they all were classified by the
adapted rating scale and then into technical and non technical NNCs list groups. The
technical NNCs from the two corpora were used to form the Exercise Physiology Noun
Noun Combination List (EPNNL). Fifth, the EPL was compared with words in NP and

BNC HFW.L by using the criteria set which are being representative, comprehensive,



AV}

efficient, and practical. Sixth, vocabulary used in the two corpora was compared to see
the distinctions of the two genres in terms of technicality, text coverage, and NNCs.
The findings are: 1) technical words classified by running against the baseword
lists in both EPTC and EPRAC give higher text coverage than NP’s claim which is
23.70% in EPTC and 21.11% in EPRAC. 2) The proportion of technical word types
classified by the rating scale is also higher than that given by NP. It covers 35.72% of
all word types in EPTC and 29.34% of all word types in EPRAC. 3) EPTC contains
more technical word types than in EPRAC. 4) There are high proportions of NNCs in
the two corpora. There are 3,410 NNCs in EPTC and 86.24% of them are technical
NNCs. There are 2,010 NNCs in EPRAC and 75.77% of them are technical NNCs.
NNCs are employed more in EPTC than in EPRAC. 5) The newly created list (EPL)
contains 2,208 word types and the EPNNL contains 4,059 NNCs .The EPL seems to be
more useful than NP and the BNC HFWL in terms of being representative,
comprehensive, efficient, and practical. The EPL can be suitable not only for sports
science graduate students but also teachers, course designers, and other people in the

field. 6) More technical words and NNCs occur in EPTC than in EPRAC.

School of Foreign Languages Student’s Signature

Academic Year 2015 Advisor’s Signature




