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FANGFANG WANG : CONSTRUCTIVISM-BASED MOBILE
APPLICATION FOR EFL VOCABULARY LEARNING.

THESIS ADVISOR : JITPANAT SUWANTHEP, Ph.D., 189 PP.

CONSTRUCTIVISM/MALL/EFL VOCABULARY LEARNING/VOCABULARY

KNOWLEDGE/VOCABULARY RETENTION

It is widely acknowledged that vocabulary is an indispensable part in learning a
language. However, inadequate vocabulary knowledge is reported by many Thai
researchers as a major problem among Thai learners, which causes them difficulties in
reading, listening, speaking, and writing. In Thailand, repetitive drills are still widely
used to teach vocabulary and students are expected to memorize large amounts of new
vocabulary.

Previous studies show that constructivism and Mobile-assisted Language
Learning (MALL) can facilitate EFL vocabulary learning. However, to our best
knowledge, no research has been done on teaching vocabulary based on constructivism
via a mobile application. Therefore, the present study aims to investigate the effects of
the implementation of a constructivism-based vocabulary learning application on EFL
students’ vocabulary learning achievement and retention. Five research instruments,
vocabulary pretests and post-tests, delayed post-tests, student questionnaires, and
student interviews were employed to collect data during a 12-week experiment.

Ninety participants were involved in the 12-week experiment. Results show that
the Vocab Builder has positive effects on improving students’ vocabulary learning

outcomes in terms of both receptive and productive vocabulary knowledge and



vocabulary retention. The majority of students expressed positive opinions towards the
implementation of a constructivism-based mobile application and its effects on their
vocabulary learning. The results indicate that appropriate integration of MALL and
constructivism theory is beneficial for the success of vocabulary learning in a Thai
educational context. These findings will be directly beneficial to other researchers and
teachers aiming at improving learners’ vocabulary learning through integrating MALL

with constructivism.
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