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SOCIAL NETWORKING ENVIRONMENT/SELF-ORGANIZED LEARNING/

WRITING SKILL/THAI UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Learners’ experience of language use and the notion of learner control have been
valued in principle in the contexts of both first and second language learning and have
been considered of value in assisting the development of autonomous or self-organizing
learners. This study explored the effect of a social networking environment (SNE) on
Thai university students’ writing abilities, together with their perceptions of this
environment. This study was conducted over an 8-week period with 102 EFL university
students at Suranaree University of Technology in Nakhon Ratchasima, Thailand. In
this quasi-experimental study, participants came from two intact classes that were
selected and assigned to a fully self-regulated learning (SRL) group (SNE interaction
without teacher mediation) and a semi self-regulated learning (SRL) group (SNE
interaction with teacher mediation). The findings from two tests of pre-post
measurements, perception questionnaire, semi-structured interview, and online posts as
well as system log files were used to evaluate the impact of the SNE intervention. The
findings from 2 tests (Writing and Other English Skills Test) indicated that the SNE

brought a measurable increase in students’ writing achievements after SNE



v

implementation. The students from the fully SRL group and the semi SRL group
demonstrated statistically significant gains on test measurements. In the pre-test, the
fully SRL group had statistically significant lower mean scores than the semi SRL
group, thus placing them behind the semi SRL group. However, at the end of the
experiment there was no statistically significant difference between the mean scores of
the fully SRL group and the semi SRL group. In addition, results indicated that the SNE
had a positive impact on students of all proficiency levels.

Results of this study ultimately suggest that teacher intervention may not always
have a positive impact and that, in order to maximize students’ writing potential,
integration of the SNE into writing classes is likely to have positive outcomes by
catering more effectively to students’ individual differences and preferences and
personalizing the learning experience. Limitations of this research project, suggestions

for further research study and pedagogical implications are also reported and discussed.
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