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Reading comprehension is one of the most essential skills for EFL learners.
However, Kaili University (KU) students’ scores of reading comprehension in the
College English Test (CET) were unsatisfactory. Therefore, there was a need to
improve KU students’ reading comprehension. Previous studies showed that social
constructivist approaches as well as computer-assisted language learning (CALL)
environments could facilitate EFL learning and teaching. Thus, this study made an
attempt to create blog-based modules to teach reading via using scaffolding and
collaborative learning approaches based on social constructivism (social constructivist
BALL). In the present study, three research instruments, including a pre-experimental
reading test and a post-experimental reading test, a pre-experimental questionnaire
and a post-experimental questionnaire, and a blog interview, were used to investigate
the impacts of the social constructivist BALL on students’ reading comprehension
and their attitudes towards reading. Two groups of students, a control group (the non-
blog class) and an experimental group (the blog-based class), participated in this
study. Each group consisted of 55 KU first-year English major undergraduates.
Results showed that the social constructivist BALL had positive impacts on

improving students’ reading comprehension and their attitudes towards reading.
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Although the minority (13%) of students in the blog-based group had some
disapproved opinions, the majority (87%) of students upheld the social constructivist
BALL class. The findings indicated that the integration of an instructional approach
grounded on social constructivism and a CALL environment was essential to the
success of learning and teaching of reading for EFL learners. In addition, this study
may contribute to an understanding of the social constructivist instructional approach,
blogs and EFL reading comprehension in China’s EFL context. Meanwhile, this study
may also contribute to shifting teachers’ awareness of pedagogy which is based on

social constructivism and the utilization of CALL.
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