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Language learning strategies (LLSs) are considered to be a key variable in
language learning. Significant efforts have been made to explore the importance of
LLSs and the factors affecting learners’ strategy choice. The present study filled in
some research gaps in this field in China, since no previous studies investigated
strategy use employed by English-major pre-service teachers in Midwest China in
terms of gender, enjoyment of learning English, language proficiency, strategy
awareness, and personality types. The purposes of the present study were: 1) to
investigate the frequency of LLS use employed by English-major pre-service teachers
in Midwest China; 2) to examine whether the choices of LLSs vary significantly by
their gender, language proficiency, enjoyment of learning English, strategy awareness,
and personality types, and the patterns of significant variations, if they exist at all; 3)
to explore the underlying factors of strategies reported employed by the pre-service
teachers; and 4) to explore why they reported employing certain strategies frequently
and certain strategies infrequently.

The participants were 836 junior English-major pre-service teachers from 6
Normal Universities in 3 provinces in Midwest China. The background information

questionnaire, modified LLS questionnaire, strategy awareness questionnaire,



v

personality type inventory, and semi-structured interview were used to collect the data. 36
participants took part in the semi-structured interview. Descriptive Statistics, ANOVA,
Chi-square test, and factor analysis were performed for the quantitative data analysis.
Content analysis and thematic analysis were used to analyze the qualitative data.

The quantitative results showed that the pre-service teachers reported
moderate frequency of use at the overeall and category levels. At the individual level,
5 strategies were reported high frequency of use, 38 moderate frequency of use, and 5
low frequency of use. The frequency of overall strategy use varied significantly by the
5 variables. Significant variations were found in all the 4 MET, COG, AFF and SCI
categories in terms of enjoyment of English learning, strategy awareness, and
extroversion-introversion scale of personality types; in the MET, COG and SCI
categories by language proficiency and judging-perceiving scale of personality types;
and in the COG and AFF categories by gender. Significant variations were also found
in the use of different individual strategies by the 5 variables with different variation
patterns. The results of factor analysis indicated that 6 underlying factors were
extracted in their LLS use. Different factors were found strongly related to different
investigated variables. The qualitative results revealed that 5 reasons emerged for
certain strategies frequently used and 5 reasons for certain strategies infrequently used.
Finally, pedagogical implications of LLSs for English-major pre-service teachers have

been put forward.
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