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This thesis is a learner corpus-based study of 1) how pronouns (subject, object,
and possessive cases) are produced by That university English majors in narrative
writings; 2) what the differences of pronoun errors are as they occur in the narrative
writing produced by students in four different groups; and 3) what are the
developmental patterns of pronoun acquisition that can be seen to occur over time.
Pronoun and error tagsets were designed based on Thai EFL learners’ writing and
employed based on a computer-aided error analysis approach (CEA) before collecting
the informants® writings. Both quantitative and qualitative data analysis are employed
in the study.

The subjects were 231 university English majors, Year 1 to Year 4. Three
story telling tasks were collected for 228,608 tokens and detected for pronouns and
errors by using the tagsets. The results revealed Year ! students produced the highest
mean number of pronouns but they produced the lowest mean rates of pronoun
accuracy (significant level at p < 0.05). Additionally, when considered with errors
they produced significantly higher means of errors than the others for error types 01 to

05 (omission, overuse, case error, gender error, and number error); these errors tended
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to decrease over time. Year 4 students might have been the least influenced by L1,
while Year 1 might have been the most affected by L1. However, no significant
differences in the means of error type 06 or mis-coreference across the four groups
were found; a trend of the error was likely to be unchanging over time. Development
patterns of pronoun use over time found that the students used pronouns most
frequently used pronouns to replace a noun phrase at the beginning; as time went by,
the students tended to replace the noun phrase with other pronominals. However,
with little consideration of referent accessibility hierarchy, the students persisted in
error type 06 or mis-~coreference. More effective teaching materials or methods for
identifying mis-coreference of pronoun in contexts, therefore, are needed so that the
students are able to maintain better cohesion when communicating in writing. For
future research, the tagsets that were designed for Thai EFL learner language can be

extended to larger learner corpora in the future.
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