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This research aimed at proposing a grammar awareness-raising model
(GARM) in learning English wh-movement by Chinese EFL learners. The purposes
of the study were to examine how Chinese learners of English understand English wh-
movement in order to produce grammatical direct wh-questions and embedded wh-
questions within a sentence; to investigate the role of grammar awareness in second
language English wh-movement learning; and to propose a grammar awareness-
raising model for Chinese EFL learners to learn wh-movement in English. Based on
the research purposes, the research questions are: 1) Are there any differences among
Chinese L2 learners in detecting wh-movement errors before and after GARM based
explanations on wh-movement? 2) Are there any differences for Chinese L2 learners
in detecting wh-movement constraint violations before and after GARM based
explanations on wh-movement constraints? 3) What are the grammatical errors made
by L2 English learners concerning wh-movement before and after GARM based
explanations on wh-movement? And what are the frequencies? 4) What triggers L2
grammar awareness, and how is it related to L2 wh-movement performance? 5) What

are the effects of GARM in English wh-movement acquisition by L2 learners?



This present study was a pretest-treatment-posttest experimental study with
both quantitative and qualitative approaches. The research instruments included
grammaticality judgment test (GJT), question formation test (QFT) and semi-structure
interview. Eighty adult native speakers of Chinese in an 18-week English Grammar
Course at Guizhou University, China, took part in the research. Independent-sample t-
tests and pairt-sample t-tests were adopted to analyze and compare the differences
within groups and among groups. As for the qualitative data, the grammar errors made
by the subjects were coded and categorized, and Pearson’s chi-square was used to
compare the differences between the frequencies of grammar errors within groups and
among groups.

The results revealed that GARM was effective in improving Chinese L2
learners’ performance in detecting wh-movement errors and wh-movement constraint
violations. The grammar errors made by L2 English learners were mainly concerned
with the movement of the auxiliary verbs including tense indicators and the violation
of the wh-movement constraints. According to the research data, the factors that
triggered L2 grammar awareness were the highlighted L2 input, the explicit
explanation of the target linguistic structure and the corrective feedback from the
grammar instructor.

The researcher concluded the study by explaining the role of awareness and
noticing in second language learning and confirmed the effectiveness of GARM in

facilitating L2 learners’ performance in making English wh-questions.
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