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GENRE ANALYSIS/ DISCIPLINARY VARIATIONS/ RESEARCH ARTCLES/

ABSTRACTS/ INTRODUCTIONS

The present study aims 1) to examine the rhetorical organization of research article
abstracts and the degree of variability between the two related disciplines; 2) to
examine the rhetorical organization of research article introductions and the degree of
variability between the two related disciplines; 3) to investigate the relationship
between the two genres in the two related disciplines. A corpus of 200 research
articles was compiled randomly from six journals in the field of linguistics and in the
field of applied linguistics. Hyland’s (2000) model of five rhetorical moves
(Introduction-Purpose-Method-Product-Conclusion) and Swales’ (2004) CARS model
were chosen as the analytical framework for the rhetorical structure in abstracts and
introductions, respectively. Findings indicated that there were three conventional
moves in abstracts in linguistics, while there were four conventional moves in
abstracts in applied linguistics. The most preferred move sequences of introductions
in linguistics were 1-3, 1-2-3, and 1-3-2 (1 refers to Move 1: Establishing a territory;
2 refers to Move 2: Establishing a niche; 3 refers to Move 3: Presenting the present
work). In applied linguistics, the most preferred move sequences were 1-2-3, 1-3, and

1-3-2. Move 1 and Move 3 were frequent and conventional in introductions in the two



disciplines. Move 2 was optional in the field of linguistics, but it was conventional in
the field of applied linguistics. The analysis of the overlap points between abstracts
and introductions revealed that the three high frequency overlap points in both
disciplines were Purpose Move and Move 3 Step 1, Method Move and Move 3 Step 4,
and Introduction Move and Move 1. For linguistic features, the findings revealed that
the linguistic features used in the overlap points were similar in both fields. The
findings have significant pedagogical implications for academic writing for novice

writers in the two disciplines.
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