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GRAMMATICAL ERROR REDUCTION/L2 WRITING/SOCIAL MEDIA/

ONLINE COLLABORATIVE DISCUSSION

The purposes of this study were (1) to develop a model of Social Media
Collaborative Discussion (the SMCD Model) for the reduction of grammatical errors
in EFL university students' writing, (2) to identify the grammatical error categories
from students' English writing, (3) to examine the effects of the SMCD Model on the
reduction of grammatical errors in students' English writing, and (4) to investigate the
students' perspectives on the SMCD Model.

In this study, the SMCD Model, to be referred to as the Somchai SMCD
Model, was created systematically according to the Brahmawong's Seven-Step Model
for R&D Prototype Development. The participants were 35 second-year English
major students, registered for a writing course, Writing Strategies in English, in
semester 2, academic year 2011. The categories of grammatical errors were identified
from these students' pre-tests, and the effects of the SMCD Model on the reduction of
grammatical errors in L2 writing were examined from a comparison of error

frequency in their pre- and post-tests, diaries, and the analysis of Revisions 1 & 2.



To investigate the students' perspectives, questionnaires and semi-structured
interviews were employed to see their levels of satisfaction.

The results were as follows:

1. The components used in the SMCD Model was rated as highly appropriate
(x =4.58, SD = .235) for the implementation in an actual setting by the three experts.

2. The categories of grammatical errors found from the three writing genres,
namely narration, description, and comparison/contrast, were article, verb tense, word
choice, sentence structure, singular/plural form, preposition, modal/auxiliary, verb
form, subject-verb agreement, run-on sentence, pronoun, fragment, infinitive/gerund,
transition, parallel structure, and comparison structure, respectively.

3. The effects of the SMCD Model were apparently positive. Based on the
data analyses of pre- and post-tests, diaries, and Revisions 1&2, the errors in the
students' post-tests in all the three writing genres were significantly reduced at the
.000 level of significance. In addition, the evidence of grammatical improvement was
clearly seen in their diary entries and revisions.

4. With regards to the students' perspectives on the SMCD Model, the
participants agreed that the OCD process (X = 4.29, SD = .83), Facebook (X = 4.26,
SD = .65), and the online tasks (x = 4.54, SD = .70) were appropriate and helped to
enhance their writing accuracy. The interviews revealed that the students found the

SMCD Model interesting, flexible in terms of time and places, fun, and motivating.
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