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READING STRATEGIES/ EFL UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

The increased strategy use is one of the factors that contribute to the success of
English reading comprehension. In addition, strategic reading is significant for a
reader to construct meaning effectively from written texts. The present investigation
was conducted to investigate the reading strategy employment by 1,368 university
students in Southwest China, as well as the relationship between reading strategy use
and students’ gender (male and female), fields of study (art-oriented and science-
oriented), levels of reading proficiency (high, moderate and low), teachers’ gender
(male and female), types of university (211 Project university and non-211 Project
university), and students’ extensive reading (frequent and infrequent).

In addition, it has been intended to examine the patterns of significant
variation in the frequency of students’ report of reading strategy use at different levels
with reference to the six variables. Further, in order to explore, describe and explain
the reasons for why students reported employing certain strategies frequently and
certain strategies infrequently, the researcher purposively selected 40 students from
the questionnaire respondents to participate in the semi-structured interviews.

Questionnaire and semi-structured interview were the main methods used to
collect data for the present investigation, i.e. Phase 1) conducting reading
comprehension test and administering questionnaires; and Phase 2) conducting semi-

structured interviews. The internal consistency of the reliability estimate of the



v

reading strategy questionnaire was .94. The data obtained through the questionnaires
were analysed quantitatively with the assistance of SPSS program, in which the
simple descriptive statistics were used to describe the levels of frequency of reading
strategy use, while the Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and the Chi-square tests were
used as the main statistical methods to seek the relationship between the frequency of
reading strategy use and the six variables. Moreover, the data obtained through the
semi-structured interview were analysed qualitatively.

The results show that as a whole, Chinese university students reported
employing reading strategies at the moderate level to comprehend English texts. In
addition, significant variations were found in relation to students’ gender, fields of
study, levels of reading proficiency, and extensive reading at the three different levels
of reading strategy use, i.e. variations in the overall strategy use, use of strategies in
the SBS, SWS, and SAS categories, and use of individual reading strategies.
Teachers’ gender and types of university were not found to be related to students’
choices of reading strategy use. The reasons for why students reported employing
certain strategies frequently and certain strategies infrequently emerged from the
interview data. Based on the research findings, the researcher presents discussion in
relation to the investigated variables, pedagogical implications for teaching and
learning English reading in the future, and limitations of the present study

respectively.
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