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NUNTIYA KUMBOONREANG: EFFECTS OF LIGHT DURATION
ON PANICLE INITIATION AND ADVANTAGES OF OFF- SEASON
GROWING KDML105 RICE USING SHORT DAY PERIOD. THESIS

ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. HATSACHAI BOONJUNG, Ph.D., 74 PP.

PANICLE INITIATION/KDML105/SHOOT APEX/PHOTOPERIOD

The photoperiod has the greatest influence on Pl in KDML105 rice, sensitive
type to photoperiod. The study of Pl in rice has been conducted a great deal and the Pl is
identified differently depending on the type of cameras used for the study. For accuracy
and effectiveness, two types of cameras were used to identify the Pl of KDMLZ105 rice.
The objectives of the first experiment were to study the influence of photoperiod on Pl
and leaf development of KDML105 rice. The experiment was conducted in a nursery at
the Center for Scientific and Technological Equipment 3, Suranaree University of
Technology (SUT). Four photoperiod treatments as follows 1) 10 hr, 2) 11 hr, 3) 12 hr
and 4) natural conditions (average 12.40 hr) were laid out in CRD with 4 replications.
The experiment started on Jul 1, 2009. Six rice seedlings were sown in each 12 inch pot
of 200 in total. On day 20 after sowing (DAS), black fabric was used to cover the rice
pots for different photoperiod treatments. Ten main culms were randomly selected to
study shoot apex development using a stereo microscope. After that they were
photographed with a SEM. The first sample was inspected after 5 days of treatments and
repeated every day until the primary rachis branches stage was found with a stereo
microscope. SEM image of the neck node differentiation stage was used as the standard
for PI identification of the rice. The study on development of rice leaves from the first
leaf to the flag leaf was also carried out simultaneously. The results showed that the
shoot apex of KDML105 rice in treatments 1 (10 hr) and 2 (11 hr) had PI at 37 DAS

whereas treatments 3 (12 hr) and 4 (12.40 hr) had Pl at 82 DAS. Regardless of all



treatments, KDML105 rice needed 12 cycles of photoperiod shorter than the critical day
length (11.52 hr) for PI stimulation after complete vegetative growth. For treatments 3
(12 hr) and 4 (12.40 hr), photoperiod shorter than 11.52 hr was on Sep 9, 2009 and Pl
appeared on Sep 21, 2009. For the leaves in all treatments, it was found that KDML105
rice had a total number of 22 leaves (including the flag leaf) and PI appeared at the 14™
leaf. Under short photoperiods, leave development was faster than under long
photoperiods. The objective of the second experiment was to find the suitable time of
growing KDML105 rice off cropping season in Nakhon Ratchasima province.
Experiments were administered in the field of the organic farming lot, SUT. Five
transplanting dates were on 1) 20 Nov, 2) 20 Dec, 3) 20 Jan, 4) 20 Feb and 5) 20 Mar.
The treatments were arranged in RCBD with 4 replications. Fifteen day old seedlings
were transplanted for 1 plant/hill at the spacing of 25%25 cm. Leaf development and Pl
were examined, following the same procedures as in the first experiment. The results
confirmed that KDML105 rice had reached PI at the 14" leaf and had the total of 22
leaves. When shoot apex was inspected for morphological change using a SEM, it
revealed that the shoot apex of KDML105 rice in treatment 1 (Nov) 2 (Dec) and 3 (Jan)
had PI at the age of 36 days and treatment 4 (Feb) has PI at the age of 37 days. On the
contrary, treatment 5 (Mar) rice age of 150 days was still in vegetative stage. From the
results of the experiment, it could be concluded that KDML105 rice can be planted off
cropping season in Nakhon Ratchasima from Nov to Feb, but Dec will give the best

growth and yield.
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