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PHANITPHIM SOJISIRIKUL : PROBLEM-BASED AND TASK-BASED
LEARNING APPROACHES FOR ENGLISH WRITING COURSES.

THESIS ADVISOR : PEERASAK SIRIYOTHIN, Ph.D., 264 PP.

PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING/TASK-BASED LEARNING/ENGLISH

WRITING COURSES

The purposes of this study were: (1) to develop a PBL unit to improve the
writing skills of undergraduate students of LNG104 (Content-based Language
Learning I) at King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, (2) to determine
the effectiveness of the PBL unit based on 80/80 standard to improve the writing
skills of undergraduate students of LNG104 (Content-based Language Learning I) at
King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi, (3) to compare PBL and TBL in
the language learning of undergraduate students at King Mongkut’s University of
Technology Thonburi (4) to examine significant differences between the students’
writing achievement and their fields of study, and (5) to explore students’ attitudes
towards language learning through PBL.

This study employed a problem-based learning unit for teaching the writing of
students. The subjects were 84 students who enrolled in LNG104 (Content-based
Language Learning 1) in the second academic year of 2008. They were mixed-ability
students regarding their language proficiencies. There were two intact classes
involved in the study which were selected by a purposive-sampling method. The
experimental group included 41 students and was implemented with problem-based

learning approach. The control group included 43 students and was conducted with
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task-based learning approach. For the experimental group, the assessment of the PBL
unit, self and peer assessment, questionnaire and semi-structured interview were
administered. The statistical analysis of the data included arithmetic mean, percentage
and ANOVA.

The findings were as follows:

1. The results of the evaluation of the PBL unit indicated that the PBL
approach could be implemented for teaching a language, and the students could learn
a language through the processes of the unit (? = 3.80).

2. The effectiveness of the problem-based learning unit was 86.35/80.98
which was higher than the prescribed criteria 80/80.

3. The students who studied through problem-based learning approach had the
full realization and very good performance in writing in the respect of the language
focus (x = 17.27).

4. The students’ writing achievement where the problem-based learning
approach was implemented was greater than where the task-based learning approach
was implemented, and there were significant differences between the students’
writing achievement and their fields of study at the level of .01.

5. The students had positive attitudes towards the implementation of problem-

based learning approach (§ = 3.50).
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