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CHONGRAK LIANGPANIT : THE DEVELOPMENT OF A CORPUS-
BASED VOCABULARY PACKAGE FOR BUSINESS ENGLISH MAJORS
THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. SONGPHORN TAJAROENSUK.,

190 PP.

CORPUS-BASED/VOCABULARY BUSINESS ENGLISH

The purposes of the present study were to design the corpus-based business
vocabulary learning program for Business English majors, Khon Kaen University and
to determine its effectiveness. Forty-six third-year students, Faculty of Humanities and
Social Sciences, KhonKaen University participated in the main study. The research
instruments include the pre- and post- translation vocabulary tests, questionnaire, and
interview. To ensure its quality, the BVLP underwent three trials during the pilot study,
adjusted, and validated to ensure its quality. The final version of the BVLP was
experimented among the participants in 10- weeks long main study. To teach the
selected 100 vocabulary words, the BVLP was the constructed based on a theoretical
framework derived from the Constructivism Theory, Second Language Acquisition
Theory, and Vocabulary Learning & Teaching Theories. To determine a word list to be
learned through the Wordsmiths 4, a corpus of 4,375most frequently appeared words
was chosen from a total of 238,558words and 2,170 words from the British National
Corpus (BNC). From a list of 890 overlapped high frequency words of the two corpora,
380 to be learned were chosen by experienced Business English teachers and 450 by
the 46 participants mentioned earlier. A comparison of the two lists yielded 100
overlapped words to be mastered. After that seven vocabulary activities  were

designed and CALL was administered as an application for students to learn.
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The quantitative results of the study revealed that the effectiveness and
efficiency values of the constructed BVLP were 80/83 and 0.65 respectively, which
was higher than the standard set. The pre- and post- test scores were significantly
different at the 0.001 level. The findings also revealed that the BVLP helped them
improve their vocabulary knowledge, recognize the words, understand the meaning of
the words, and use the words correctly in business contexts. The results obtained
from the qualitative data also demonstrated that this BVLP could improve their
reading skills and vocabulary knowledge. The other results reveal that five to seven
repetitions of the target words could help them remember the target words better. The
number of words approximately seven to ten is appropriate for remembering and
understanding words better. Also, the participants pointed out that gap-filling exercise
is an effective vocabulary exercise to help them understand the meaning of words;
guess the meaning of words in business contexts. Furthermore, the participants have
positive attitudes towards learning the BVLP which can also promote autonomous

learning.
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