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ENGLISH VOVCABULARY/LEARNING STRATEGY/SENIOR HIGH

SCHOOL/MIAO STUDENTS

This study aims to carry out an in-depth investigation on how the Miao
students in senior high schools in Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Autonomous
Prefecture in Guizhou Province, P. R. China learn English vocabulary. The purposes
of this study were as follows: 1) to explore the Miao students’ beliefs in English
vocabulary learning; 2) to explore the Miao students’ general strategies used in
English vocabulary learning; 3) to find out if there were any differences in vocabulary
learning strategies used by the male and female Miao students; and 4) to find out the
specific strategies the Miao students used in English vocabulary learning.

Four hundred and fifty 11th grade students from six senior high schools in
Qiandongnan Miao and Dong Prefecture participated in the study. The questionnaire
and the semi-structure interview were both quantitatively and qualitatively used to
analyze the collected data. The questionnaire was used to elicit the Miao students’
beliefs about vocabulary learning and their self-reported vocabulary learning
strategies, and the semi-structure interview was used to elicit more insight information
about the Miao students’ opinions in English vocabulary learning and their strategies.

The validity of the questionnaire and the interview was checked by 10C. The result of
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the questionnaire was 0.818, and that of the interview was 0.833. The reliability of the
questionnaire was calculated by SPSS program version 16.0. The reliability
(Cronbach alpha) of the questionnaire was found to be 0.944.

1. Most of the Miao students in the senior high schools believed that “words
should be studied and put to use” and “words should be acquired in context”
while they also held a belief that “words can be memorized in isolation”.

2. As for the four categories of vocabulary learning strategies, cognitive
strategies were most commonly used, while translation strategies were
least commonly used. Of the individual items under the sub-categories of
the four strategies, “dictionary strategies” was most commonly used,
while “communicate strategies” was least commonly used.

3. Compared with the female Miao students, the male Miao students tended
to use metacognitive and translation strategies more frequently, but they
used cognitive and social/affective strategies less frequently.

4. The Miao students in the senior high schools, though not many, did have
their own strategies in learning English vocabulary. These strategies
were related to some unique natures of the Miao language and culture
I.e. the sounds of a word, the meaning of a word, and the shape of certain

objects or animals.
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