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ABSTRACT

The present investigation is descriptive-interpretative in nature. It has been
designed a) to investigate an overall strategy use of students learning English at
Suranaree University of Technology (SUT); and b) to examine the relationships as well
as patterns of variations in frequency of students’ reported out-of-class strategy use with
reference to their perceptions of English language ability levels, gender, field of study,
and students’ English language learning experience at the university level. A written-
strategy questionnaire generated by Intaraprasert (2000) was used as the main method
for the data collection. The subjects of the present investigation were 488 students
studying at Suranaree University of Technology Trimester 2, Academic Year 2002. The
data obtained through the strategy questionnaire were analysed with an assistance of the
SPSS for Windows programme. In doing so, a onc-way analysis of variance (one-way
ANOVA), Factor analysis, and chi-square tests are used as the main statistical methods.

The findings of the research show that these language learners, on the whole,
reported medium frequency of use of out-of-class language learning strategies. The
results of the data analysis also demonstrate that frequency of students’ overall reported
use of individual out-of-class language leamning strategies varied significantly in terms
of students’ perceptions of English language ability levels. Regarding ‘gender’, ‘ficld of
study’, and ‘students’ English language leaming experience at the university level’,
these three variables were not found to have much relationship to students’ choices of
strategy use.
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» Rubin(i975: 43) defines learning strategies as ‘the techniques or devices which a
learner may use to acquire knowledge.’

» Stern (1983: 405) defines learning strategies as ‘particular forms of observable learning
behaviour, more or less consciously employed by the learner.’

» Bialystok (1985: 258) sees learning strategies as ‘activities undertaken by Jearners
whether consciously or not, that have the effect of promoting the learner’s ability either
to analyse the linguistic knowledge relevant to the language under study, or to improve
the control of procedures for selecting and applying the knowledge under specific
contextual conditions.’

» Weinstein and Mayer (1986: 315) define language leaming strategies as ‘behaviours and
thoughts that a learner engages in during learning that are intended to influence the
learner’s encoding process.’

» Wenden (1987: 6-7) defines learning strategies as ‘actions or techniques, whether
observable or unobservable, which can be learned and changed and which contribute



either directly or indirectly to learning. Leamers take these actions or employ these
techniques either consciously or automatically in response to needs.’

e Oxford (1989: 8) defines learning strategies as ‘specific actions taken by the learner to
make learning easier, faster, more enjoyable, more self-directed, more effective, and
more transferable to new situations.”.

e O'Malley and Chamot (1990: 1) define learning strategies as ‘the special thoughts or
behaviours that individuals use to help them comprehend, learn, or retain new
information.’

» Maclntyre (1994: 185) sees learning strategies as ‘the techniques and tricks that learners
use to make the language easier to master.’

o Ellis (1997: 76-77) offers a definition of learning strategies as ‘particular approaches or
techniques that learners employ to try to learn L.2. They can be behavioural (for
example, repeating new words aloud to help you remember them) or they can be mental
(for example, using the linguistic or situational context to infer the meaning of a new
word).’

¢ Graham (1997:174) defines learning strategies as ‘thoughts or behaviours that help
students to understand, learn or retain new information.”

e Cohen (1998: 4) defines learning strategies as ‘learning processes which are consciously
selected by the learner. The element of choice is important here because this is what
gives a strategy its special character. These are also moves which the learner is at least
partially aware of, even if full attention is not being given to them.’ '
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