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ACADEMIC READING STRATEGIES/ PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES

The present investigation has been designed to explore types of reading
strategy use of science-oriented undergraduate students, and examine the relationships
as well as patterns of variations in frequency of students’ reported reading strategy
use with reference to the five variables (i.e. gender, location of university, field of
study, level of reading proficiency, and high school background). The participants in
the study were 1,096 science-oriented students selected through the purposive
sampling method, from 10 limited-admission public universities in Thailand, in
Academic Year 2008. There were two main phases of the data collection. Semi-
structured interviews and a strategy questionnaire were used as the main methods for
the first and second phases, respectively.

The Alpha Coefficient (o) or Cronbach Alpha was employed to check the
internal consistency of the research-constructed questionnaire. The reliability estimate
based on a 1,096-student sample is .95. The simple descriptive statistics was used to
describe levels of frequency of strategy use, while an Analysis of Variance
(ANOVA), the Chi-square tests (2), and the Factor Analysis were used to find out
the relationship between the frequency of strategy use and the five variables.

The findings show that, on the whole, the students reported medium frequency

of strategy use in the two main reading strategy categories: 1) Strategies for
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comprehending reading texts, and 2) Strategies for enhancing textual comprehension.
The results of the study reveal that the students’ reported use of strategies varied
significantly in terms of genders, fields of study, and levels of reading proficiency.
Six extracted factors were found to be strongly related to four variables, i.e. genders,
locations of universities, fields of study, and levels of reading proficiency, whereas,

no factors were found to be related to students’ high school background.
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