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This research aims to investigate the effects of STAD in increasing students’
English learning achievement and to examine students’ perceptions of STAD in the
English language classroom. There were 67 participants in this study who were
divided into one control group of 34 students and one experimental group of 33
students. They were grade five students who were studying at one primary school in
Northeastern Thailand in the second semester of the academic year 2006. The
students in the control group were taught by the grammar translation method and by
their non-native English teacher. The students in the experimental group were taught
by the STAD method and by the researcher. The instruments for collecting the data in
this study were as follows: pre-test and post-test, quizzes of STAD lessons,
questionnaires, interviews and video-tapes. Both groups of students were given the
same pre-test and post-test in order to see the effects of learning by the different
methods, moreover, they were also video-taped in order to see the actual classroom

situation and method of instruction. The quizzes from the STAD lesson plans,



questionnaires and interviews were only used with the experimental group. The

results of the research findings are as follows:
1. As regard to the students’ English learning achievement, the students who

studied using STAD had significantly higher achievement than those students who

studied through the grammar translation method at 0.01 level of significance.

2. The students in the experimental group showed positive perceptions on
using STAD in the English language classroom. They viewed STAD as ‘much’
useful, fun, interesting, worthwhile and clear. Moreover, they would like to
recommend STAD to other classes. The teams component was their most favorable

component because they consulted each other while studying.
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