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WRITING/READING COMPREHENSION

This quasi-experimental study investigated theotsfef three reading tasks
on Chinese university EFL students’ reading comgmsion: 1) reading with
summary writing; 2) reading with journal writingp@ 3) reading with oral discussion.
It also examined the students’ attitudes toward@srédading tasks. The participants
for this study were 81 Chinese third-year Englishjon students enrolled in the
Advanced English Course at Guizhou University, @hinThe students were from
three intact groups. One group was randomly dasgghas the control group. Each
of the other two groups was assigned a differezdtnent which connected reading
and writing. The subjects were assigned to doehtling tasks as one of the course
requirements. The data used for the study werestigents’ scores on a reading
comprehension test, written questionnaires withr&gondents, 238 entries of the
student’s written feedback on the reading tasks, semi-structured face-to-face
interviews with 18 interviewees.

The comparison of multivariate means between graipsach level showed
that the students benefitted more by reading witlhreary writing than by reading
with journal writing or reading with oral discussio Also, the findings revealed that

text types had significantly different effects aading comprehension and that the



students performed better in expository than imatee texts. However, the results
revealed no significant gender differences. The NMDVA results showed
differential effects of the reading tasks across tgpes in the group of reading with
journal writing. Also, the outcomes indicated tlia journal writing group had the
most positive attitudes.

This research suggests that reading-writing comoest may improve
students’ reading comprehension. The findings manpdications for the teaching and
learning of English as a Foreign Language in then€de context. The dissertation

makes recommendations for future research on E&dimg.
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