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Abstract

The concept of discourse community plays a significant roie in genre study
research. Understanding 1t thorcughly will result in a ¢learer and more insigatful
aerception aboul penre creation and utilizazon in that pazticular discourse community,
In this analytical review article, the concept is discussed in order (hat in the futurs it
can be & basis for a genre analysis study on dissertations and research articles, the two
Key genres for postgraduate ssudents nowadays, After a summary of the criteria for
idertifying a discourse community, two disciplinary groups at Suranarce University of
Technology-Biotechnology and Environmenial Enginccsing-are used as examples to
confinn their stawus as two different discourse commeunities. The discussion Cescribes
how these two disciplines operate within a multi-layered discourse community inside
and oulside the university context with difterent interactions from onc layer to anothar.
To corelude, the discussion leads to a benefit that a geod undersianding about the
zoncept vields in genre analyses of dissertations and research articies and <he study of
genre transier.
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Introduction

The discussion will start with the concept of discourse community,
since in it genres are created and employed as a means of communication,
maintenance and extension of its knowledge and initiation of new members
into the community. Discourse communities are socio-rhetorical contexts
that form in order to work collaboratively towards sets of common goals
(Swales, 1990). This concept developed from the concepts of speech com-
munity and interpretive community, and is located somewhat between these
two (Borg, 2003). Unlike a speech community, membership of a discourse
community is usually a matter of choice, and unlike an interpretive commu-
nity, members of a discourse community actively share goals and communi-
cate through discourse with other members to pursue those goals. In a
discourse community, language is used in discourse as a form of social
behavior and it is the communicative purposes shared and acknowledged
among its members that drive its language activities. These purposes serve
as the prototypical criteria for genre creation and identity, and also operate
as indicators of conventional characteristics included in a genre. Genres them-





