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MATERNAL ABILITY/MOTHERING ABILITY/MATERNAL BEHAVIOUR

This study was aimed to gain knowledge about maternal ability of European sows
when compared with Thai sows in the farrowing pens. It was found that Thai sows were
more aggressive than European sows during the observation period (P< 0.001). The piglet
mortality was found in European sows whereas no dead piglets occurred in Thai sows
during preweaning period. This might have been caused by longer duration of farrowing in
European sows when compared with Thai sows. Another cause could be the lower
aggressiveness of European sows when compared with Thai sows. The last reason could be
European sows had a lower sow body condition score than Thai sows during lactation. No
significant difference in ADG between the piglets of the two breeds (274.52 vs. 195.83
g/day, P>0.05). A positive correlation between nursing frequency and piglet growth rate
was found. Nursing frequencies of Thai sows remained relatively stable over lactation when
compared with European sows, especially in the last week of observation where Thai sows
had significantly higher number of nursing bouts per sow per week, total nursing time per
sow per week and number of piglet initiated nursing bouts per sow per week than European
sows (P<0.05). Moreover, Thai piglets had higher total sucking time per piglet per week
than European piglets (P<0.05). From these results it might be the cause of the no

significant difference in ADG between the two breeds. However, it is possible that litter



size at birth also affected the differences. Thai sows spent her time for active behaviour
more than European sows during the observation period (P<0.05). Milk production on days
6, 9 and 12 of lactation was statistically similar (P>0.05) between the sows of the two

breeds. The sows in this study did not show signs of fear to the stockperson.
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