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UNCONFINED COMPRESSIVE STRENGTH AND MICROSTRUCTURE OF

COMPACTED CEMENT-FLY ASH STABILIED CLAY

This present research investigates strength development in cement-fly ash
stabilized clay with four factors : replacement ratio, water content, curing time, fly ash
fineness from microstructural considerations. The microstructural analysis is carried
out using Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM), Mercury Intrustion Porosimeter Test
(MIP) and Thermal Gravimetry Analysis (TGA). SEM photos show that some of the
Surfaces of fly ash particles are coated with layers of amounts of hydration products.
However, they are still smooth. It is thus concluded that pozzolanic reaction is
minimal. This finding is different from concrete technology where the precipitation in
the pozzolanic reaction is indicated by the etching on fly ash surface. MIP results
show that fly ash improves the strength of cement stabilized clay as a dispersing
material. It disperses large clay-cement clusters into small clusters, hence, the increase
in reactive surface. Dispersion effect on the cementitious products is illustrated by
TGA results. Induced Ca(OH), by dispersion increases with replacement ratio and fly
ash fineness. To conclude, strength development is controlled by cementitious
products due to combined effect: hydration and dispersion. Cementitious products due
to hydration are governed by cement content, while cementitious products due to

dispersion by fly ash content and fineness. Water content of 1.20WC and 10%



replacement ratio are regarded as the effective mixing condition for the stabilization,

exhibiting the highest cementitious products.
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