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This study aims to investigate the impact of extensive reading on the
development of reading comprehension, vocabulary recognition, and attitudes toward
extensive reading of the first-year English major students in the academic year of 2004.

One hundred and twenty first-year English majors from Nakhon Ratchasima
Rajabhat University participated in the study and were classified into the experimental
and control group. Each group consisted of twenty able readers, twenty average readers
and twenty less able readers based on their reading comprehension and vocabulary
scores in a multiple choice test. The texts used in the test were narrative texts. Both the
experimental and control group received reading instruction in their classes for ten
weeks while the experimental group were given extra ten short stories to read outside
the classroom at a rate of one story per one week After finishing reading the students in
the experimental group wrote a reading journal both to summarize the stories and
express their opinion about the story they read and the extensive reading activities
generally. At the end of ten weeks, both groups were given a post-test. The pre-test and
post-test scores of both groups were compared using a t-test to find out if there was any
significant differences in reading comprehension and vocabulary recognition between
the two groups. A one-way ANOVA was used to find out if there were any significant
differences among the readers in the experimental group.

The validity and reliability of the reading comprehension and vocabulary test
used as the instrument in the experiment was calculated by the SPSS program version
11.5. The validity of the test (KR20) was 0.92 and the reliability (Cronbach alpha) was
0.92.

The results of the study showed that.....

1. There was a significant difference in reading comprehension between the
experimental and control group at the level .01. In other words, the experimental group

were able to obtain higher scores in reading comprehension than the control group.



2. there was a significant different in vocabulary recognition between the
experimental and control group at the level of .01. This means that the experimental
group were able to obtain higher score in vocabulary recognition than the control
group.

3. there was a significant difference within and among the readers in the
experimental group. In other words, the able reader were able to do better in the reading
comprehension test than both the average and less able readers at the level of .05
respectively.

4. there was also a significant difference in vocabulary recognition between and
among the readers in the experimental group at the level of .05. In other words, the able
readers could do better in the vocabulary recognition than both the average and less
able readers respectively.

5. With regard to students’ attitudes towards extensive reading, most of the
students mentioned that extensive reading was a useful language learning activity.
Moreover, they found extensive reading to be enjoyable and useful for improving their
reading ability, reading speed, vocabulary knowledge and in generating a positive

attitude towards reading.
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