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Abstract

This abstract presents key findings of a research study at Suranaree University
of Technology. The first purpose of the study was to investigate the ability of the first
year students placed to study English 2 and 3 in term 1, academic year 1997 in
identifying the positions of main idea sentences in the 3 types of text structures: cause
& effects / reason, comparison/contrast and process. The students in each course
were divided into two groups of the English reading ability: 25 able and 25 less-able
readers. The classification was done by using the scores of the reading part of the
English Placement Test. In both courses, the able English readers were the students
whose scores were in the range of the top 25% of 100 students and the less-able
readers were the students whose scores were in the range of low 25% of 100 students.
The second purpose of this study was to examine the opinion of English 3 students in
the CAI lessons. Those English 3 students were 244 first year students who studied
English 2 in term 1 and English 3 in term 2, academic year 1997 respectively. The
others were 77 second year students. The instruments for the first purpose of the
study included eighteen paragraphs of three different types of text structure, six
paragraph of each type. In each paragraph, there was a main idea sentence in the
beginning, middle or final position. Each position was in 6 paragraph. The subjects
were asked to undertine the main idea sentence in each of 18 paragraphs and identify
which type of text structures of each paragraph was by choosing the correct answer
from the three alternatives. The instruments for the second purpose of this study was
the CAI lessons of English 3 and the questionnaire used to examine the students’
satisfactory of CAI lessons.

For the first purpose, it was found that 1) English 2 students were able to
identify the positions of main idea sentences when they were in the middle of the
paragraph better than when they were at in end of the paragraph, 2) able and less- able
readers in English 2 and 3 did not have any difference in identifying the positions of
the main idea sentence in the 3 types of text structure 3) English 2 able readers were
able to identify the process structure better than less-able readers 4) significantly
relationships among reading ability and the ability in identifying 3 types of text
structure were not found, 5) significantly refationships among the ability to identify
the positions of the main idea sentences and the scores of the achievement test at the
end of the term of the two English courses were not found and 6) significantly
relationships among the ability to identify the 3 types of text structure and the scores
of the achievement test at the end of the term of the two English courses were not
found. For the second purpose of the study, concerning the subjects’ opinion of
English 3 CAI lessons. it was found that 1) in terms of the lesson presentation, there
was no significantly difference in most aspect except the speed of the conversation
and the appropriateness of the reading voice which was not too fast and
2) differences did not occur between the opinion of the first year students and second
year students in the ease of use, the content of the lessons, the learning environment,
the advantages and disadvantages in studying by using computer.
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INSTRUCTIONS

Read the eighteen paragraphs on page 4-10. Afler you finish reading each
paragraph,

1. Underline the main idea sentence,

Muain idea sentence ' =" the sentence that best summarizes or tell about
the rest of the sentences in a paragraph

2. Answer the multiple-choice question about how the paragraph is organized.

cause & efect/reason = the paragraph shows how one event causes

another, or is caused by another /give reasons

that something is true

the paragraph shows similarities and differences

between things, ideas, and people

process = the paragraph shows steps in doing something
or in the way something is done

Il

comparison / contrast
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Since many AIDS carriers do not have medical check-ups or tests AIDS carriers
often have the disease without knowing it. They may disregard their own health while
continuing to spread the disease. Health officials are therefore concerned that there are
many more people carrying the violent disease than is recorded. Doctors are finding it
more difficult than expected to screen out the carriers of the AIDS virus.

1. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b} comparison / contrast
¢) process

Metals are prepared by using the following steps. The first step 1s concentrating
the ore and separating it from the rock in which it is embedded. The rock is crushed and
ground into fine particles if necessary. The finely divided ore is then poured into a large
tank of water, which contains a wetting agent that adheres to the ore particles. Air blown
into the bottom of the tank causes the wetting agent to form bubbles which carry the ore
to the surface of the tank, while the unwanted rock settles to the bottom. The ore is then
skimmed off the top of the tank.  *,

2. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process

Natural disasters globally affect the poor more often than the rich. This primarily
due to the places where the poor live and work. Poor people often live in crowded
conditions, on river banks, in city slums and on mountainsides. Their houses are often
built with flimsy materials, which causes them to be destroyed easily in disasters. As a
result of this loss of housing, poor people crown into slums even more. This leads to
large numbers of injured and dead people when natural disasters strike.

3. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
¢) process
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Today's computers work at great speeds, some making calculations in one
billionth of a second. Also, computers have become so sophisticated that they can store
hundreds of millions of bits of information. Current technology has also provided
today's computers with instructions that they are able to recall without assistance from a
human being. Today's computers are far more efficient than the computers of a decade
ago.

4. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
¢} process

The world we are living is a combination of old and new technology. Some parts
are good and were expected, while some are bad and were not expected. Technologists

often use a seven-step process called problem solving to systematically approach the
solution of the problem,

1. Describe the problem clearly and fully
2. Describe the results you Wwish to achieve
3. Gather information

4. Consider alternative solutions.

5. Select the best solution

6. Implement the best solution

7. Evaluate and modify the solution

5. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect

bjcomparison / contrast
¢) process

A new study has found that men who are married have better lives than men who
are single. Compared to single men of the same age group, married men have better
physical and mental health. Married men's lives arc longer and happier than those of
single men. In addition, more married men enjoy successful careers than single men.
Married men get jobs with higher status than bachelors, and consequently earn more
MONCy.

6. What 1s the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process
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When World War 11 ended in 1945, American soldiers returned home from
fighting in foreign countries. Many of them married and had children. The baby boom
affected the entire country. Houses had to be built because the new families needed
homes. A few years later, schools were needed. And more teachers had to be trained and

hired.

7. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
¢) process

Uranus and Neptune are almost twin planets. Both of them appear dark bluegreen
in color. Although the planets have many similarities they are different in size, mass and
distance from the sun. Uranus is the larger of the.two, but Neptune is slightly more
massive, Even though Neptune is almost half again as far away from the Sun as Uranus,
both planets are observed (by measuring their infrared emission) to have the Same
Temperature, 60K, near the top of their atmosphere.

8. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process

For centuries farmers have observed plant growth. Low temperatures cause plants
to grow more slowly, thus reducing their height. Low moisture results in reduced
leaf expansion. Fewer shoots but larger leaves are due to reduced light. Healthy plant
growth is brought about by optimal light and temperature conditions. Environmental
factors have predictable effects on plant growth.

9. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process
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Previewing a text books' chapter begins with reading the summary. Next,
identify the major sections, then visualize the chapter's organization, making an outline
that organizes the content into a hierarchy. Finally, make up questions about the
material. These questions can be used as the guidelines to study the material,
Previewing of the chapter's topics is a part of the process of studying a textbook chapter.

r

10. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process

The reasons for deforestation are many and varied. One of the chief uses of trees
in some countries is as fuel for fires, used for heat and cooking. This has destroyed the
scant tree cover the lower Himalayan Mountains. Another common reason for the
clearing of trees is the need for new farmland. A third reason for cutting trees is the huge
timber industry, which destroys ‘forests at such an intense rate that vast sections of
continents become wasteland.

11. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
€) process

Distillation involves heating a mixture with a Bunsen burner or heating mantle,
until the liquid boils. The vapor that escapes is the passed through a water-cooled
condenser, where it condenses to form a liguid, which collects in a clean flask
Compounds that boil at very high temperatures when a vacuum pump is used to reduce
the pressure in the flask and thereby reduce the boiling point. Because it is the simplest,
distillation is the most frequently used method for purifying liquids.

12. What is the main organizational pattern of the paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process
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The use of the telephone system and lines for communication of data is ofien
referred to as telecommunications.  Although the telephone system was primarily
designed for voice, at present it is used at all for data. There are several reasons to use
this system for transmitting data. The major reason is that it 1s available nearly
everywhere. The connections that equipment should make to the system are standardized
throughout the country, and therefore the same interface connectors, signals, and formats
can be used easily in any locatio. '

13. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process

[

The use of the_ telephone system and lines for communication of data is often
referred to as telecommunications.  Although the telephone system was primarily
designed for voice, at present it,is used at all for data. There are several reasons to use
this system for transmitting data. The major reason is that it is available nearly
everywhere. The connections that equipment should make to the system are standardized
throughout the country, and therefore the same interface connectors, signals, and formats
can be used easily in any location.

14, What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process

Facsimile services are perhaps the oldest of the additional services available with
the telephone. They were primarily intended for the transport of pictures between
newspaper reporters and photographers and their editorial offices. The fax system is not
complicated. The machine scans the picture and encoded its black through gray to white
content, sends this code to line and the receiver produces the picture as a series of dots.
The resulting copy is of a remarkable high quality.

L5. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
¢) process

S
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Changes in the land are always taking place. The forces within the earth may
raise the land, creating mountains and hills. They may also lower it, creating level areas
and low lands. Raising, lowering, and even moving land around go on day after day.
Many changes in the land's surface are certainly the result of forces within the earth
“itself

16. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process

There are several steps in assembling a car. First, manufacture the car body,
Second, rust-proof the ear body. Third, paint the car body. Then, assemble the engine to
the gear box and fit the engine and the gear box to the car body. Fourth, test the whole
car {brakes, steering etc.) on rollers and test the electrical system. After that, install the
electric and the battery and install the glass. Lastly, fit the suspension and wheels to the
car body.

17. What is the main organizational patiern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison/contrast
) process

Sheep are very useful. They eat the weeds and small plants growing around
seedlings, which allows the seedings to grow easily. A tree nursery in Western Canada
has been successful in using sheep instead of herbicides to clear the weeds from a tree
{arm. They are safer than poisonous herbicides because the chemical herbicides kill and.
life and pollute the surrounding waterways. The animals are also just as efficient as
chemical weed-killers, and can move around the seedings without damaging them

18. What is the main organizational pattern of this paragraph?

a) cause & effect
b) comparison / contrast
C) process




