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dbstract

This research paper presents an analytical review of a key
sociological concept, namely, localism. What is localism? What does
it mean with respect to recent economic, political, and sociocultural
developments in Thailand? The author traces its genealogies and
captures its applications in the Thai context through an intensive
reading of selected literature. It is argued that theoretical trends in
the social sciences in the past few decades—particularly the rise of
postmodernism—:have intersected with trains of social thought and
realities in post 1997 economic—crisis Thailand to create a significant
space for the emerging discourse of localism and its multidimensional
meanings. The author discusses an interlacing body of knowledge
concerning localism in order to juxtapose localism on its powerful
counterpart, globalism. Localism may be best understood by decon-
structing the local-global dichotomy, revealing the illusion of
dominant globalism, and empowering local networks.

Keywords: local, localism, localization, modernism, post-

modernism, and localism discourse and its practices in Thailand
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* Benjamin R. Barber, Jihad vs. McWorld (New York:
Ballantine Books, 1996).
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wead,” Fraumensii 12 niiufie(2643):66-101; Akhil Gupta, and James
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Difference,” Cultural Anthropology vol.7 no.1 (February 1992):6-23, Ung
Denise Lawrence, “Place,” in The Dictionary of Anthropology, edited
by Thomas Barfield (Malden, Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishers,
1997), pp. 360-361.
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thropology, edited by Thomas Barfield (Malden, Massachusetts:
Blackwell Pubiishers, 1997), pp. 120-122.
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" Michael Kearney, “The Local and the Global: The
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'* Arjun Appadurai, “Disjuncture and Difference in the Global

Economy,” pp. 295-310.
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" Andre G. Frank, Capitalism and Underdevelopment in Latin
America: Historical Studies of Chile and Brasil (New York: Monthly
Review, 1967).

™ Louis Althusser, “Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses
{Notes Towards an Investigation),” in Lenin and Philosophy and other
Essays, edited by Louis Althusser (London: New Left, 1971), pp. 121~
173.

" Antonio Gramsci, An Antonio Gramsci Reader: Selected
Writings 1916-1935, edited by David Forgacs (New York: Schocken
Books, 1988).
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Anthropology (London: Macmillan Press, 1988), p. 73.
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Blackwell Publishers, 1997), pp. 498-499.
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Politics of Ethnography (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1986);
Clifford Geertz, Works and Lives: The Anthropologist as an Author
{Stanford, California; Stanford University Press, 1988); Affer the Fact:
Four Decades, Two Countries, and One Anthropologist (Cambridge,
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An Introduction to Theory in Anthropology (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1997), pp. 185-215.

* Michael ML.]. Fisher, “Postmodern, Postmodernism,” In The
Dictionary of Anthropology, edited by Thomas Barfield (Malden,
Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishers, 1997), pp. 368-72; Bruce M Knauft,
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Routledge, 1996), Waz John Storey, An Introdoction Guide to Cultural
Theory and Popular Culture ( Athens, Georgia: The University of Georgia
Press, 1993).
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‘P(:isoa, translated by Alan Sheridan (New York: Vintage Books, 1977),
Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews & Other Writings 1972-1977,
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2 Philip Hirsch,“A Regional Perspective on Large Dams:
Implications for Transitional Montane Mainland Southeast Asia,” in
Montane Mainland Southeast Asia in Transition, , A Symposium
Proceedings, Chiang Mai, Thailand, November 12-18, 1995, pp. 260-289;
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