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Abstract

Title: “Flying High: Kites and the Construction of Men’s
Aerial Space in Contemporary Thai Popular
Culture”

Authors: Suriya Smutkupt and Pattana Kitiarsa
Key Words: Thai kites, kite-flying culture, space, place,
imagination

In this article, the authors advance an anthropological
interpretation of Thai kites and kite-flying culture, which have
occupied a prominent place in Thai popular culture for centuries.
What are kites” cultural meanings and discourses in the
contemporary Thai society? How and why are they related to
cultural ideas of space and place in Thailand? In our attempts to
answer these questions, we conducted intensive archival research
pertaining to kites and kite-flying cultures in Bangkok, the
Northeast, and other regions throughout the country, as well as
brief fieldwork on Southern Thai kites in Satun province in late
March 1998.

We argue that kites represent a traditional tool of defining
space in Thai cultural practices. Kites and kite-flying have
extended their cultural significance well beyond the sphere of
pastimes. They are employed by Thai kite-fliers in their efforts to
turn physical space, both on and off the ground, into
culturally-defined and imagined territories or places. It is also
argued that kite-flying culture represents the male domination of,
and contestation for, public space and territory in the Thai cultural
construction.
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