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Abstract

The present investigation is descriptive-interpretative in nature. It has been designed
a) to investigate an overall strategy use of Thai students learning English for Science and
Technology (EST); and b) to examine the relationships as well as patterns of variations in
frequency of students' reported out-of-class strategy use with reference to their perceptions of
English language ability levels {good/very good; fair; and poor), gender (male; and female),
and field of study (Engineering; Agricultural Technology; Public Health; and Information
Technology). The subjects of this study were 488 students learning English at a university of
Science and Technology in Northeast Thailand. They were sampled on the basis of
convenience and availability. A written strategy questionnaire based on the language learning
strategy inventory developed by the researcher was used as the main instrument for the data
collection. The Alpha Coefficient (& ) or Cronbach alpha was used to check the internal
consistency of the strategy questionnaire. The reliability estimate based on a 488-student sample
is .92 which is high when compared with the acceptable reliability coefficient of .70, a useful
rule of thumb for research purposes. The simple descriptive statistics were used to describe
level of frequency of strategy use, while an Analysis of Variance (ANOVA), and the
Chi-square tests were used as the main statistical methods in data analysis to seek the
refationship between the frequency of strategy use and the above-mentioned three variables.
The findings of the research show that these language leamers, on the whole, reported medium
frequency of use of out-of-class language learning strategies. The results of the data analysis
also demonstrate that frequency of students’ overall reported use of individual out-of-class
language learning strategies varied significantly in terms of perceptions of English language
ability levels. The implications, limitations of the present investigation as well as further
research were also discussed.

Keywords: Learning strategies; Thai university students; English for Science and Technology (EST)



unéata

n'n":ﬁ‘un?nfﬂ':“ﬂqﬂf:mﬁtﬁaﬁnmmﬂ'ﬁnn%‘ﬁ'nm‘immmé’mqﬁuan‘rfuﬁuu'[ﬂw:ummﬁ’nﬁnm
fdsunmmdange amivinueaaiussinalulal ua:aﬁ'aﬁnmmmé’uﬁuﬂm:g’ﬂuuumaaﬂ’nu
friuslunmlEnaiEmadowmmdangeuantudpuiudulzeng 9 Idu sramunsanamsndinas
wnavaaindnwn wazar S TAGou na"ueﬁamaﬁ'l-ﬁ’lumﬁiuﬂ%tqw‘fﬁaﬁn?tnmum"mu'\éu'.t,ﬁmﬁah
meazjugenidoamiia Srwiu 488 au “ﬁa‘lﬁmnmsq‘uﬁ‘aaﬂﬂowum"ma:mn(conveniencc)m%‘aaﬁa
ﬁlﬂuﬂwnﬁuﬂur&uﬁagaa’ww‘s’umﬁa‘ha?ﬁ'{ﬁa autFeLIarEE A T e uA e AN nunanty
ﬁ’uuﬁ:ﬁ'ﬁuﬁa% FdulssAradmhauureuna windy g2 siamdlumsisoediil ldun s8d
wrTH) ANOVA uay Chi-square wauedn1idiowudn laumuudsindnwisisemnislgnadinnion
mwdingruantudsulurzduthunats uamanmnffna'uaamﬁtﬂﬁ:ﬁﬁagawu’h mTtnaitnim
Songulesmy uscluszdunadfidminnuuanaaeiinamdyuaduliduanusranann
danguyaininm

Introduction

Over the past two decades, much research in the field of language iearning and
teaching has looked at the relationships between the characteristics of language
learners and their language performance. The priority of the investigation, especially
in the 1980's, seemed to focus on how language learners dealt with their target
language learning. Very often, these language learners have been classified as ‘good/
poor’ or 'successful/unsuccessful’ language learners. Many researchers have
investigated a series of factors which are basically hypothesised to have a relationship
with how these language learners go about language learning, especially a foreign
language. These factors include learner's foreign language experience, gender, field
of study, status of the target language, or ethnicity. These early investigations inspired
some researchers in the field to attempt to identify what language learners, especially
'good' or 'successful' language learners actually do when they learn a foreign
language. The first attempts to scrutinise such good learner behaviours which were
empirically evidenced, were carried out by Stern (1975), and Rubin (1975). Shortly
after the lists of characteristics of good language learners had been proposed by both
Rubin and Stern, more researchers started to turn their attention to investigate
learning strategies of good language learners. Examples are Politzer (1983),
Chesterfield and Chesterfield (1985), O'Malley et al. (1985); Ramirez (1986), Chamot
(1987, Oxford (1989), and more recently Campbell (1990), Embi (1996), Ely (1998),
Halbach (2000), Davis-Wiley (2000), Intaraprasert (2000), and Markham (2001).





