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Abstract

The Purpose of the study

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationship between the beliefs and the learning
strategies used by EFL students for the acquisition of new vocabulary and their success in
learning English vocabulary and in learning the English language. Also, it aimed to investigate
the relationship between the students’ beliefs in their strategies and the effect on their learning

achievement.

Procedure

The subjects surveyed by cluster random sampling consisted of 197 EFL engineering and
technology-oriented students taking English 3 at Suranaree University of Technology in the third
trimester of the 2000 academic year. The subjects responded to a *“Vocabulary-Learning
Strategies Questionnaire”. Information obtained from 197 questionnaires was analyzed using

frequency, percentage, means, standard deviation, analysis of variance, and Fisher’s LSD test.

Findings

1. It was found that the best strategy for students’ acquisition of new English
vocabulary was repetition, and using the dictionary.

2. The relationship between their beliefs, their vocabulary-iearning strategies and their
vocabulary-learning achievement was not found to be significant at a level of 0.05.

3. The relationship between the achievement of the beliefs and vocabulary learning
strategies and English-leaming achievement was found to be significant at a level
of 0.05.

4. The relationship between the belief that ‘words should be acquired in context’ and
their English-learning achjevement was found to be significant at a level of 0.05.

5. The three vocabulary-leaming strategics i.e. looking-up strategies, using
background knowledge, and using dictionary strategies for comprehension

respectively were found to result in more successful learning.
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4. Metacognitive Peculation

1. Selective Attention
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