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Abstract

English placement testing is commonly conducted at the beginning of each
academic year to determine which level of study would be most appropriate.
However, the question is whether the in-house English placement test is an effective
instrument for placement decisions. The present study aimed to assess the quality of
the existing English placement test and to investigate whether the placement decisions
were accurate. The 2-hour 100-item multiple-choice placement test was administered
to all first year engineering and agricultural technology students (N=1,224) prior to
the start of their studies. The subjects were placed into S proficiency levels. The
placement test results were analyzed using the Classical Test Item Analysis and
Grading program. Each individual test item was evaluated in terms of difficulty level
and discriminating power, and the whole test was described in terms of validity and
reliability. A follow up on students’ progress revealed that their English course
achievement scores correlated significantly with their English placement test scores.
Comparisons of achievement scores in three courses taken by all placement groups
showed that those placed into higher proficiency levels scored significantly higher
than those placed into lower proficiency levels. It was concluded that the English
placement test was an effective tool and that the placements were accurate.
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