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(The Lam Takhong Water Wheel:

The Semiotics of a Traditional Hydropower Technology)
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Abstract

This is a semiotic analysis of Lam Takhong Water Wheel; a traditional hydropower
technology, which had been widely adopted in the Lam Takhong river basin in Northeastern
Thailand and elsewheré until three or four decades ago. The authors carried out this ethnographic
study in the areas of Chakkarat, Muang, Pak Chong, Si Khiew, and Sung Noen Districts, Nakhon
Ratchasima Province in separated periods between 1999 and 2002. Reading the water wheel as a
fluid cultural sign, it is argued that the water wheel has become both persisting and vanishing
traditional technology for water resource management in the eyes of local villagers and
governmental agencies (i.e., Department of Irrigation). It represents the mythologization of a
traditional hydropbwer device in the rapid urbanization and modernization of local culture and

economy in contemporary Thailand.





