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Abstract

The study of medicinal plant and health supplement food products for community in
Nakhon-Ratchasima province is survey research methodology. The purpose of this
research is to collect production cluster data, rural technology status, whether they
understand the knowledge of production method and law regulation. The target groups
located in Nakhon-Ratchasima province. They can divide into two categories ; Firstly, 24
medicinal plant production groups. Secondly, 205 health supplement food production groups.
From the data it can be concluded that for health supplement food; the groups establishment
have begun 2 years ago by public sector. The majority of groups have 30 members in
average. Most of the group leaders are female. Working capital in each group was around
40,000 baht in average. Total products selling income was around 20,000 baht/month.
However, this income was not enough to pay for majority of members. They need some help
from others such as, raw material production process, capital and production technology.
They used their labour for production; therefore, group labour cost was much lower than
country minimum labour cost. The group needs were quite different from their problems.
The group needs were quite good direction for their working groups. It is fairly certain
that the period of group establishment corresponded with number of group members,
working capital and total selling products significantly at p level equal to 0.05. Number of
members in their groups corresponded with working capital, total selling products and
members income significantly at p level equal to 0.05 and corresponded with raw material
production equipment significantly at p level equal to 0.01. Knowledge of goods quality of
food production process was fair. Knowledge about law that relevant to food production
was fair. Product safe practice for quality of food production process was good. In spite of
that, the area of production that located in their house was not appropriate. Sanitation
adjustment was not done well.

From the medicinal plant product data it can be concluded that the groups
establishment have begun 2 years and 4 months ago by public sector. The majority of groups
have 25 members in average. Most group leaders are female. The working capital in each
group was around 3,000 baht in average. Total product selling income was around 17,000
baht/month. The income of each member was around 872 baht/month in average. Major

production process used raw materials getting within community. Most equipment bought




from outside community. The working capital was obtained from public sector without getting
it back. Routine labour for good production in each group was around 7 people. Most
workers finished their study at elementary grades. Each worker got 56.67 baht/day for labour
cost. Most goods were retailed at cultural fair or festival. The wholesale pattern was via merchant
in the city. The problems of equipment were behind the times and often damages. The
period of group establishment correlated with working capital significantly at p level equal to
0.01 and correlated with production equipment significantly at p level equal to 0.05. Group
establishment and members correlated with total products selling significantly at p level equal
to 0.01. Groups demand were getting higher goods price. Knowledge of medicinal plant
quality control was fair. Knowledge about law that relevant to medicinal plant production
was fair. The safety quality control of medicinal plant production process was good.
Nevertheless, the place for commodities production that located in their house was not

appropriate. Sanitation adjustment was not done well.






