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Teacher response to student writing is an important aspect of EFL composition
research. Error feedback on writing, in particular, is still a subject of lively debate.
This present study focused on what major types of written feedback were often given
by EFL writing teachers, how the students made use of teacher written feedback in
their revisions, and the students’ preferences to different types of feedback. Eight
hundred and sixty-four pieces of writing drafts by one hundred and fifty second year
English major students at Guizhou University, P.R.C., provided with teacher written
feedback by five teaching assistants, were analyzed and categorized in order to find
out the main types of feedback. It was found that Direct Correction was used most by
the teachers, followed by Error Location, Verbal Cue, Marginal Commentary and End
Commentary, respectively. However, students liked End Commentary and Verbal
Cue most. The study raised several implications for English writing instruction in the

similar level to this research context,
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